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Guidance for Year 3 (Year 6) 
PhD Assessed Seminar 2 

 
1. Introduction 
 
Following the introduction of the PhD Regulations (2015), undertaking an assessed seminar in 
the third year of PhD study is now a progression requirement within the PhD programme. 
Students required to participate in this assessment include: 

 Full time PhD students in their third year of academic study; and 
 Part time PhD students in their sixth year of academic study. 

The assessed seminar must (normally) be completed before the end of the student’s third (full 
time) or sixth (part time) academic year of study and before submission of the PhD thesis for 
formal examination. If the student is not in position to deliver their assessed seminar by the end 
of year 3 due to extenuating circumstances, the student may apply to the Graduate School 
Academic Board to delay their seminar into their fourth year of study.    
 
The assessment takes the form of two parts:  

a) The first is the submission of a written report, which should provide a clear indication to 
an assessment panel that the student has made satisfactory progress with their research 
and is writing at doctoral level standard.   
 

b) 
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3. Written report 
 
The written report submitted to the panel should be at least 5000 words and no more than 
10,000 words - 
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to take place in June of each academic year; OR 
 At the DSA Doctoral Student Conference, normally held in April of each academic year 

(please note there are limited places available - these will be allocated on a first come, 
first served basis); OR 

 At a QMU internal departmental / research centre seminar session, as organised by the 
student’s supervision team. 

Students may state their preferred option, but in all cases above, the assessment panel must be 
in attendance and their availability will need to be taken into account. It is considered prudent for 
at least one member of the student’s supervision team to attend the seminar, and ideally all 
supervisors should attend.   
 
In exceptional circumstances, students based at a distance may be permitted deliver their 
seminar via Skype.  Students wishing to do this must apply to the Graduate School Academic 
Board (GSAB) for prior approval in this instance.    
 
5. Assessment criteria 
 
The purpose of the Assessed Seminar 2 is to help students prepare for the submission of their 
thesis and defence of their work to their PhD examiners during their final viva voce.   Following 
their presentation, students should expect the assessment panel to ask questions which focus 
on both the strengths and weaknesses of the research presented.   
 
The aim is to provide the student with an opportunity to confidently address questions relating to 
their research, as would be expected during the final viva voce. It is, however, acknowledged 
that this is not a simulation of a final viva voce as such, given that in the latter the study is 
addressed in its totality (e.g. logical progression and interlinking of chapters).  
 
The assessment panel will look for evidence from both the written submission and the oral 
presentation to answer the following questions (if applicable to the work that the student has 
opted to submit, and the content of the presentation). 
 
Assessment Criteria Evidenced from: 

Is evidence provided that the student has thorough background 
knowledge of their research area and that they understand the 
significance of their work within the wider research context? 

Written work  
Oral presentation 

Does the student demonstrate an understanding of their chosen 
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Can the student clearly explain their research to their target audience?   Oral presentation 
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